
 

Literature in English 
This section continues our exploration of Literature in English, focusing on Poetry. 

SECTION C [POETRY]  

Poetry is a form of literature that uses aesthetic and rhythmic qualities of language – such as 
phonaesthetics, sound symbolism, and metre – to evoke meanings in addition to, or in place of, 
a prosaic ostensible meaning. 

1. Poetic Terms 

●​ Line: A single row of words in a poem. Unlike prose, where sentences flow continuously, 
poetry often breaks into distinct lines. 

●​ Stanza: A group of lines forming the basic recurring metrical unit in a poem; a verse. It is 
the equivalent of a paragraph in prose. Common stanza forms include: 

○​ Couplet: A two-line stanza. 
○​ Tercet: A three-line stanza. 
○​ Quatrain: A four-line stanza. 
○​ Cinquain: A five-line stanza. 
○​ Sestet: A six-line stanza. 
○​ Octave: An eight-line stanza. 

●​ Rhyme: The repetition of similar-sounding words occurring at the end of lines in poems or 
songs. It creates musicality and structure. 

○​ End Rhyme: Rhymes occurring at the end of lines. 
○​ Internal Rhyme: Rhymes occurring within a single line. 

●​ Rhythm: The pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in a line of poetry, creating a 
musical beat or flow. 

●​ Repetition: The repeating of a word, phrase, line, or stanza for emphasis, rhythm, or to 
create a particular effect. 

●​ Alliteration: The repetition of initial consonant sounds in words close together (e.g., "Silly 
snakes slither silently"). 

●​ Assonance: The repetition of vowel sounds within words close together (e.g., "The cat 
sat on the mat"). 

●​ Consonance: The repetition of consonant sounds within or at the end of words close 
together (e.g., "Pitter-patter went the rain"). 

●​ Onomatopoeia: Words that imitate the sound they represent (e.g., "buzz," "sizzle," 
"bang"). 

 



●​ Tone: The poet's attitude towards the subject matter, the audience, or a character in the 
poem, conveyed through word choice and style. 

●​ Mood: The atmosphere or feeling evoked in the reader by the poem. 
●​ Imagery: As discussed in prose, descriptive language that appeals to the five senses, 

creating vivid mental pictures. 
●​ Simile: A comparison between two unlike things using "like" or "as." 
●​ Metaphor: A direct comparison between two unlike things without using "like" or "as." 
●​ Personification: Giving human qualities or characteristics to inanimate objects or 

abstract ideas. 
●​ Hyperbole: Exaggeration for emphasis. 
●​ Understatement: Deliberately making something seem less important than it is. 
●​ Paradox: A seemingly self-contradictory statement that reveals a deeper truth. 
●​ Oxymoron: A figure of speech that combines contradictory terms (e.g., "bitter sweet"). 
●​ Theme: The central idea or message of the poem. 
●​ Conceit: An extended metaphor that compares two very dissimilar things in an elaborate 

and surprising way. 
●​ Pun: A play on words that have similar sounds but different meanings, often for humorous 

or ironic effect. 
●​ Black Verse: Unrhymed iambic pentameter. It has a regular rhythm but no regular rhyme 

scheme. 
●​ Sonnet: A 14-line poem, typically written in iambic pentameter, with a specific rhyme 

scheme. There are different types (e.g., Shakespearean/English, Petrarchan/Italian). 
●​ Ode: A lyrical poem, often praising or glorifying an individual, event, or natural 

phenomenon. 
●​ Elegy: A mournful, melancholic, or plaintive poem, especially a lament for the dead. 
●​ Lyrical: A poem that expresses personal emotions or feelings, typically spoken in the first 

person. 
●​ Epic: A long narrative poem, traditionally recounting heroic deeds and events significant 

to a culture or nation. 
●​ Ballad: A narrative poem, often sung, that tells a story, typically passed down orally. 
●​ Limerick: A humorous, often nonsensical, five-line poem with a strict AABBA rhyme 

scheme and a specific rhythm. 

2. Poetic Devices 

These are the literary techniques poets use to create their effects. Many were already listed 
under "Poetic Terms" but are reiterated here as devices. 

●​ Imagery: Evoking sensory experiences. 
●​ Rhyme/Rhythm: Creating musicality and structure. 
●​ Repetition: Emphasizing words or ideas. 
●​ Onomatopoeia: Sound words. 
●​ Alliteration/Assonance/Consonance: Sound repetitions. 
●​ Pun: Wordplay. 
●​ Irony: Contrast between expectation and reality. 
●​ Personification: Giving human qualities to non-human things. 
●​ Apostrophe: Addressing an absent person, an abstract idea, or a thing. 
●​ Allusion: Reference to another work or event. 
●​ Symbolism: Objects representing ideas. 



●​ Metaphor/Simile: Comparisons. 
●​ Hyperbole/Understatement: Exaggeration or downplaying. 
●​ Figures of Speech (General): This umbrella term covers all the non-literal uses of 

language (simile, metaphor, personification, etc.). 
●​ Enjambment (Run-on lines): When a line of poetry continues onto the next line without a 

pause or punctuation mark, creating a flow of thought. 
●​ Caesura: A strong pause or break within a line of poetry, often marked by punctuation. 
●​ Denotation: The literal, dictionary definition of a word. 
●​ Connotation: The implied or associative meaning of a word, beyond its literal definition 

(e.g., "home" connotes warmth, comfort, family, beyond just "a dwelling place"). 

3. Interpretation/Analysis 

To interpret and analyze a poem, consider these aspects: 
●​ Theme and Message: What is the poem's central idea? What message is the poet trying 

to convey about life, humanity, or a specific issue? 
●​ Poetic Devices/Techniques: Identify and explain how the poet uses literary devices 

(imagery, metaphor, symbolism, sound devices, etc.) to achieve their purpose and evoke 
emotions. 

●​ Social/Political Relevance: How does the poem relate to the societal or political issues 
of its time or to universal human experiences? Does it address injustice, conflict, or 
advocate for change? 

●​ Mood/Tone: What is the overall feeling or atmosphere of the poem? What is the poet's 
attitude towards the subject? How do they convey it? 

●​ Style: Analyze the poet's unique way of writing, including their diction (word choice), 
syntax (sentence structure), use of figurative language, and formal elements (rhyme 
scheme, meter, stanza form). 
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